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17. DESCRIPTION 
1 I (Check One) I 

Regre t tab ly ,  t h e  S o w e r s  House is c u r r e n t l y  unoccupied and i n  d i l a p i d a t e d  
cond i t ion ,  a l though t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  house seems t o  be reasonably sound. 

CONDITION 

O E S C R l B E  THE P R E S E N T  I N D  O R l C l N A L  ( I f  horn) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Sommers House i s  a smal l ,  one-and-a-half s t o r y  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, and covered by a s t e e p  gable  roof with 
dormers. Rubbed b r i c k  is  employed a t  the  co rne r s  of the  house and around 
a l l  the  openings, w i th  gauged work i n  the  f l a t  a rches  above most of the  
windows. The f i n e  brickwork is s e t  o f f  by a r i c h  use of  glazed headers 
which form a diamond p a t t e r n  i n  t h e  apex of the  no r th  gable and a r e  employe' 
i n  a very  r a r e  f a sh ion  i n  t h e  co rne r s  of  the  chimneys. A superb modi l l ion  
c o r n i c e  su rv ives  a t  t h e  base o f  the roof on both the f r o n t  and r e a r .  The 
en t r ances  t o  the  house were o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  bay of  both  
t h e  e a s t  and west e l e v a t i o n s ,  and the  o r i g i n a l  west en t rance  appears  t o  
have been topped by a gauged-work semic i r cu la r  a rch .  Both en t r ances  were 
moved t o , . t h e  southern  most bays of each s i d e  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century  
w h e n t h e o r i g i n a l  p lan  was chahged t o  a s i d e  h a l l  p lan .  The o r i g i n a l  p lan  
is d i f f i c u l t  t o  de termine ,  bu t :dppa ren t ly  it was a ha l l -and-par lor  scheme w 
the  one behind t h e  o t h e r  in s t ead  of the  more usual  s ide-by-side arrangement 
Unfortunately,  l i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork remains except  f o r  a 
paneled end w a l l  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  chamber and some doors  i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  
rooms. L i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  of  the  form o r  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  s t a i r c a s e  
remains. An e a r l y ,  bu t  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  frame k i t chen  wing and connect ing 
hyphen were removed from t h e  south  end o f  the  house i n  t h e  mid-twentieth 
century .  
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The f i r s t  d e f i n i t e  record of t h e  land on which tbe, Sommers House ,s tands 
appears  i n  1691 when t h e  no r the rn  part, o f  a <large,r;t rac t ,  of  , land was 
given over  t o  Thomas Smith i n  order  t o  s e t t l e  a n  .old d i s p u t e  over, !the 
proper ty  between Smith 's  f a t h e r  on t h e  one s i d e ,  and Argoll  Yardley and 
Thomas Rydeing on t h e  o t h e r .  There is no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a house was 
s t and ing  on the p rope r ty  a t  the  time, and i t  is known t h a t  smi th ' s  own 
house was loca ted  on a n  ad jacen t  t r a c t .  It  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  p resen t  
house may have been b u i l t  sometime a f t e r  1727 when Thomas Smith gave the  
land t o  h i s  grandson, Leaven Smith. The ownership of t h e  proper ty  
throughout t h e  remainder of t h e  e igh teen th  century  and i n t o  t h e  n ine teen th  
cen tu ry  is unclear .  However, i n  1881 the  owners, James W. and Mary A. 
Edmonds, s o l d  t h e  proper ty  t o  a William T. Sommers. Since Sommers' 
occupancy, the  house has  been known by h i s  name. 

Despi te  t h e  obscur i ty  of i t s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  unfor tunate  
a l t e r a t i o n s  and poor cond i t ion ,  the  Sornmers House su rv ives  a s  a very  
r a r e  example of  a s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  type once q u i t e  p reva len t  on 
~ i r g i n i a ' sEas tern  Shore. Unlike the  mainland wi th  i ts  g r e a t  p l a n t a t i o n s ,  
t h e  Eas tern  Shore was d iv ided  i n t o  many smal l  but  prosperous independent 
farms, and the  owners of  the  farms took a s  much p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  smal l  houser 
a s  d i d  the  p l a n t e r s  of t h e  mainland wi th  t h e i r  mansions. As a n  example 
of  t h i s  phenomenon, t h e  Sornmers House has  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  and 
d e t a i l  of  a Vi rg in i a  c o l o n i a l  mansion, but  is a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  on a n  almost 
c o t t a g e  scale. 
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